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SUBJECT: 
House Panel, HASC, Reports a Nuclear Weapons Test Ban 
Could Risk U.S. Security 


NFAC SALT Support Staff is reviewing the report and 
hearings mentioned in this press release. On 16 March, 
| STS! and] OSt, 
rlered the Subcommittee on implications of a comprehensive 
test ban treaty. Aslo on_27 September, Doug MacEachin, 
STAT} osr, and | cs, briefed the 
ommittee on a related topic, MBFR. Given the position 
the Subcommittee has taken it can be anticipated that it 
will remain active during the 96th Congress. 
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HOUSE PANEL RFPORTS A “HICLEAR MEFApSMS TEST 
BAN COULD RISK U.S. SECURITY 
A House Armed Services Committee panel appointed to inquire into 
negotiations which might lead to a nuclear weapons test ban treaty between 


the U.S., the Soviet Union and Britain today released its report. 


Test Ban Treaty was appointed in iWay of 1978 to aid the Armed Services 


Committee's exercise of oversight of U.S. arms control and disarmament efforts. 
9 


jorie Holt (R-iid). 


Wilson stated upon release of the report, “We found that the suspension of 


weapons tests for even a brief period of from 3 to 5 years, which the Adminis- 
tration now wants, can risk the reliability of U.S. weapons which exist only 
for the purpose of deterring war. On the other hand, the panel could not find 
a single overriding political benefit to U.S. national security which would 
flow from a comprehensive test ban treaty. In fact, as the panel's report 
points out, a treaty based on current U.S.-U.S.S.R.-U.K. negotiations in 
Geneva could very well have grave political problems as well as military 
disadvantages for the United States.” 

According to the panel's report, the Carter Administration has, during 
the past year, taken various and inconsistent positions with respect to a test 
ban agreement. Because of serious concern about nuclear weapons reliability 
during a period of no testing, the Administration is now seeking only a testing 
moratorium of 3 to 5 years, with options to resume testing at the end of that 


period. 
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The Administration has also retreated from its previous demand for 
mandatory onsite inspection where an illecal nuclear test is susnected. 
Instead, onsite inspection within Russia, gai alt summarily 


refused. For this reason, and means to prove 


whether_or Conaressman 


‘tj1son stated that a comprehensive test ban is “basically ic: self- 


denial of technical4 foymation—about cur own nuclear . "It would 


amount,” he said, to an attempted technical solution to what is basically a 
wolitical problem, that is, whether the thirty-year confrontation of the U.S. 


by the Soviet Union will continue, or shether some nolitical basis for 


-cseoperation -can be found in the future." 


The panel report states that the U.S. conducts nuclear “eapons tests for 
seyeral reasons other than the development of new weapons. One of the most 
important reasons cited is the ability to discover and correct aroblens, which 


have occurred.in the past and are expected in the future, which could prevent 


- U.S, Binuteman and Polaris warheads from workina as desiened. Another reason 


for testing is to make modifications and replacements to obsolete or faulty 
warheads.not: deployed. ‘ithout testina, the report states, it vill be 
jmpossibte to maintain competent nuclear weapons desicners and enaineers with 
the skills and judament necessary to make chances in weapons for reasons of 
safety, security and lover cost. 


As Chairman “itson noted, "The reliability of the U.S. nuclear HeaPpons 


-stockpile is at risk even if both the U.S. and U.S.S.?. do not test; the 


problem: is significantly compounded if the Soviets cheat. Ear many —vears—t0 


. will be unable to verify -- i.e. to prove -- whether or not the 


her. Officials of the 


bine for a comprehensive test ban even thouch testimony, 


vould not be available for soz nabs s. “te knot: that an open society 


like the United States could not cheat. “te cannot say this for a closed society. 
"Muclear weapons experts currently enaaced in weapons desien, development 

and production," the Chairman stated, “are in unanimous acreement that where 

a zero test ban is supposedly in effect, a very modest lor yield clandestine 

testine program which included an occassional 5 or 10 kiloton test vould 


provide sicnificant advantace to the Soviet Union. 
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indestine testing. Under a corprelensive test ban the Soviets could literally 
forge anead. © dancerous asymretry in '.S.-U.S.S.P. “eapons reliability and 
capability could develop. The military risk is real. 

“The nonproliferation of nuclear “eazons is a high priority foreien peticy 
coal of the Carter Administration. This is commendable," Chairman “ilson 
stated. “However, as our report concludes, a treaty based on the current 
structure now beine necotiated in Seneva ould he only cosmetic and “ould not 


@ in the best national interest of the United States. ''e used the word 


Ug 


‘cosmetic’ in describine a test ban for a simple reason," the Chairman said, 


“vecause such an ac nt would t abso. Lv no. on the fdrinistra- 


ien's nonorceli i off . 


Chairran ''ilsen cancluded, ""e recormend that the President and the Conoress 


concentrate on political rather than technical solutions to political problems 
wich may result in attempted proliferation of nuclear weapons, reconnizina 
that attempts to stifle technalocy have been historically unsuccessful. 
“Unfortunately, arms control enthusiasts have been careless with the truth 
about arms control aereements. Poth fhevnead for such acreements and their 
asserted advantaces have been sreatly overstated. In our zeal to press tomard 
arms control, for either domestic or international political purpases, we must 
not neclect the role that a reliable huclear deterrent capability vill 
inevitably play in national and international security affairs. I am convinced 
that only throuch a nuclear weapons testina nroaram can the United States escane 
a position of strateaic inferiority in the vears ahead. | 
"“e rust continue to provide positive evidence to our allies and to our 
potential adversaries that ve intend tc maintain our strateaic deterrent power. 
If ve fail to do this, we will not be in a favorable position to nesotiate 
other acceptable limitations on offensive military systers such as SALT or 


lutual and Balanced Force Peducticn ("RF2) in Eurone." 


ff sl tt i 
Wo FG. # 


Approved For Release 2004/03/25 : CIA-RDP81M00980R00320008001 1-7 


